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Eradicating
illiteracy in
south
St. Pete

Parent
appreciation
dinner

L-R, Ret. Asst. Police Chief Cedric Gordon, Ret. Officer Hope Crews and
Rev. Michael Hawkins, retired SPPD speaking Sun., May 15 at St. Mark MBC.
Bill Puller

BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
When a child reads a book,
they’re shown the entrance
to a world they’ve never seen
before. Once they walk
through that door, they are
given the ability to form new
images and sensations in
their minds that are not perceived through senses such
as sight or sound.
She spent her whole
adult life educating; it was
her only professional job.
Shirley Proctor Puller spent
35 years in a classroom at
Northeast High School,
turning down administrative
positions because her passion was for the magic that
happens in the classroom.
Her belief was that if
you put a book in a kid’s
hand you expand their
world, they are able to see
beyond the world they live
in and you get them out of
that three to five mile radius
they grew up in.
In 2014, Bill Puller
founded the Shirley Proctor
Puller Foundation (SPPF) in
honor of his late wife and her
dedication to teaching and
eradicating illiteracy in the
community.
“We want the community
See SCHOOLS, page 7



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It
was Sunday afternoon.
Many people were watching the Heat get trounced
by the Raptors in the NBA
Eastern Conference semifinals. But a few concerned citizens were
present and accounted for
at St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church for the
Building Lives in our
Community forum.
St. Mark’s Brotherhood Ministry held a community forum to discuss
various crisis situations
that plague our neighborhoods and schools. An all-

star lineup of community
leaders discussed and answered questions from
what to do when stopped
by law enforcement to
how to enroll in college.
The panel of speakers
included Hope Crews, retired officer of St. Petersburg Police Department
(SPPD); Rev. Michael
Hawkins, retired SPPD;
Lewis Stephens, executive
director of I Support
Youth Program; Stacey
Lodge-Hawkins, Pinellas
County Urban League and
Boe Norwood, director of
Pinellas Technical College, St. Pete campus.
Presiding over the
forum was Cedric Gor-

don, retired assistant chief
with the SPPD. Law enforcement officers have a
very challenging responsibility protecting us in the
21st century, he said. We
all should respect and support law enforcement—
when
they
are
right—Gordon added.
We have a moral responsibility and obligation to speak out in
constructive ways when
law enforcement is wrong,
he pointed out. It takes
“courage” and “intestinal
fortitude” to speak out in
these situations.
Why speak out at all?
“Because law enforcement is the only profes-

sion in this country that
impacts African-Americans lives in significant
ways,” Gordon said.
“Sometimes in ways that
can be very negative.”
Over the last couple
years we’ve seen an increase in shootings of
African Americans all over
this country, he noted, citing the killings of Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Mo.,
and Trayvon Martin right
here in Florida, among
others.
“Because of these
types of cases all over
America,” Gordon said,
“we have witnessed a revolution for people of all
See FORUM, pages 4

10 years at the helm
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pastor and Frist Lady
Clark and Debbie Hazely
celebrated with a room
full of family, friends and
congregation members
their 10th pastoral anniversary last Saturday,
May 14 at Suncoast Hospice.
Instead of having just
one guest speaker, loved
one after loved one
stepped up to the

podium to show their appreciation.
“Since I’ve known
him I’ve known him to
be an awesome man of
integrity. He’s a mighty
good friend to me,” said
Senior Pastor Kenny
Jackson
of
New
Covenant
Holiness
Church. “I’m honored to
know him not only in the
natural, but even more
so in the spiritual.”
Pastor Kara’lynne
Brubaker from Positive
Impact Church thanked
Hazely for always being

there for her, especially
through her health issues.
“You’ve always lifted
me up and encouraged
me,” she said. “You don’t
realize how much your
presence in my life
means. It means more
than I can put into
words. I just want to
thank you.”
Born in France and
raised in St. Pete, Hazely
received his calling to
the ministry in 1982
while serving in the military. Since that time,



Pastor Clark Hazley

Terri Lipsey Scott
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Parents of the Woodson
Warriors and Girlfriends of
the Woodson were treated
to delicious meal provided
by Outback Steakhouse
while they took in some important information on how
to move their children to
the next level in life.
Hosted by the Women
of the Woodson, the Carter
G. Woodson African American Museum was filled with
hungry parents and their
well-behaved tykes Thursday, May 5. The dinner
served two purposes: to
show their appreciation for
the parents of the children
in their programs and to inform them of other opportunities for the children.
The two programs are
only available to girls and
boys who attend Melrose
Elementary School, for the
soon-to-be sixth graders,
the Women of the Woodson
cooked up an informational
session for programming
beyond the museum.
“We’ve extended an invitation to program leaders to
speak with you for just a few
minutes about the programs that they have available,” said Terri Lipsey
Scott, chair of the museum.
Manitia Moultrie from
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority informed
parents of the AKA
Akademy, which accepts
both boys and girls starting
in the sixth grade.
It is a youth development program that offers
opportunities to help students become well-rounded

See FAMILY, page 10

See PARENT, page 6
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to
our Sunday afternoon services from 3-4:30 p.m.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian
University offering bachelors, masters and doctorate
degrees in Systematic Theology!
Has your pastor ever
preached or taught on the
three strikes of Aaron,
Moses right hand man who
was destined to take the
helm after Moses?
If not here it is in a nutshell.
Aaron had opportunity
after opportunity to show
God he was worthy to take
over when Moses died, and
after Moses stole God’s
glory by striking the rock
not once but twice , Moses
misses out on the promised
land and that was Aaron’s
third strike.
Aaron’s first strike came
when Moses went to commune with God and Aaron
allowed the people to act a
fool and build a golden calf
and declared this would be
their god. (Ex 32:1-)
He made matters worse
by saying that the reason he
allowed this was because he
was afraid of the people.
Wow, incredible.
Or was it that you
thought God was gonna let
that lame excuse suffice disobeying his word.
Strike one.
The second strike
comes when Moses again
went up to commune with
the almighty God and Aaron
and his padna, your ace
boon Miriam started taking
about Moses behind his
back, as though the omnipotent, all powerful, omniscient, all knowing, and
omnipresent, everywhere
all at the same time, didn’t
hear what you were saying.
The one that knows not only
knows everything we do or
say but also our thoughts.
(Num 12:1-)
Strike two.
Notice that both times
God chose not to punish
Aaron.
God didn’t let
Miriam get away with it
though.
The final strike comes
on the heels of God showing
His omnipotent power by
opening up the earth and
swallowing 250 of rebellious
folks led by Korah. (Num
16:1 *31-35)
The remaining rebellious stiff-necked folks at first
being in fear eye witnessing
such an event, seemed to
have short-term memories
or again thought God wasn’t
gonna do anything about
their disobedience. Unfortunately for them, they were
wrong.
As I mentioned at the beginning, Aaron’s third strike
came when Moses got beside himself and after receiving direct instructions from
God to speak to the rock for
these murmuring complaining whiners could and
would quiet down, he instead strikes the rock twice.
The water did come out but,
by Moses striking the rock,,
made it seem as though his
striking is what produced
the miracle. Not so of
course, it was God’s awesome power that created it
but the people didn’t acknowledge it in the manner
in which they would have
had Moses did what he was
told.
Some would ask, why
does this have to do with
Aaron and his third strike,
well what did Aaron say or
do when he saw Moses violate God’s Word, nothing, silence.
The sin of silence was
the most powerful sin first
created when Adam stood

right there and listened t the
entire discord between his
woman and the serpent and
not only did he do absolutely
nothing, he then proceeded
to disobey God by taking the
“FRUIT”, not apple, and did
bite as his wife told him to.
After the disobedience
and silence of both Moses
and Aaron, God decided it
was time to set into motion
the changing of the guards
which soon ushered in
Joshua and Caleb.
There could be more details I could add but you
need to go back and study to
show yourself approved.
The reason God led me
to bring this story up is very
simple, I don’t care what you
think your position is in the
kingdom, how close of a relationship you think you
have with God Himself,
when God says something,
He means just that.
As great a man as
Moses was in God’s eyes
and even Aaron, Adam, and
many others throughout the
Bible, as rich and wise as
Solomon was, when God
says something, that’s what
He means.
If you decide you are
gonna attempt to change
God’s Word, water it down,
sugar coat it, or any of the
like, just so that people will
like you, it will fill the pews,
some will cut you a check,
you had better prepare to receive what each of these
men of God, whom none of
us could hold a candle to in
terms of the great and
mighty works they performed, received for your
disobedience.
If people don’t like what
the Bible says that’s cool. Yu
don’t have to read it, buy it,
study it, or debate it, understand it, or believe it. That’s
fine too.
I will never waste my
time debating with someone
that has made up in their
minds that they just ain’t
gonna believe or receive
what the Bible says, or for
that matter, who Jesus really
is, not was, or the authenticity of the Word of God.
There are faar too many
that still wanna know who
Jesus is and does His Word
really apply to them and can
they really receive what it
says if they obey it.
As a matter of fact this
brings me to the scriptures I
feel every preacher/pastor
needs to start meditating on
so that they get it into their
spirit.
2 Thessalonians 2 Amplified Bible (AMP)
2 Now in regard to the
coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our gathering together to meet Him, we ask
you, brothers and sisters, 2
not to be quickly unsettled
or alarmed either by a [socalled prophetic revelation of
a] spirit or a message or a letter [alleged to be] from us,
to the effect that the day of
the Lord has [already]
come. 3 Let no one in any
way deceive or entrap you,
for that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first
[that is, the great rebellion,
the abandonment of the faith
by professed Christians],
and the man of lawlessness
is revealed, the son of destruction [the Antichrist, the
one who is destined to be destroyed], 4 who opposes and
exalts himself [so proudly
and so insolently] above
every so-called god or object
of worship, so that he [actually enters and] takes his
seat in the temple of God,
publicly proclaiming that he
himself is God. 5 Do you not
remember that when I was
still with you, I was telling
you these things? 6 And you
know what restrains him
now [from being revealed];

it is so that he will be revealed at his own [appointed] time. 7 For the
mystery of lawlessness [rebellion against divine authority and the coming reign of
lawlessness] is already at
work; [but it is restrained]
only until he who now restrains it is taken out of the
way. 8 Then the lawless one
[the Antichrist] will be revealed and the Lord Jesus
will slay him with the breath
of His mouth and bring him
to an end by the appearance
of His coming. 9 The coming of the [Antichrist, the
lawless] one is through the
activity of Satan, [attended]
with great power [all kinds
of counterfeit miracles] and
[deceptive] signs and false
wonders [all of them lies], 10
and by unlimited seduction
to evil and with all the deception of wickedness for those
who are perishing, because
they did not welcome the
love of the truth [of the
gospel] so as to be saved
[they were spiritually blind,
and rejected the truth that
would have saved them].**
11 Because of this God will
send upon them a misleading influence, [an activity of
error and deception] so they
will believe the lie, 12 in
order that all may be judged
and condemned who did not
believe the truth [about their
sin, and the need for salvation through Christ], but instead took pleasure in
unrighteousness.
1 Timothy 4 Amplified
Bible (AMP)
4 But the [Holy] Spirit
explicitly and unmistakably
declares that in later times
some will turn away from
the faith, paying attention instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and doctrines of
demons, 2 [misled] by the
hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared as with
a branding iron [leaving
them incapable of ethical
functioning]
Revelation 22:11-21 Amplified Bible (AMP)
11 Let the one who does
wrong, still do wrong; and
the one who is filthy (vile,
impure), still be filthy; and
the one who is righteous
(just, upright), still be righteous; and the one who is
holy, still be holy.” 12 “Behold, I (Jesus) am coming
quickly, and My reward is
with Me, to give to each one
according to the merit of his
deeds (earthly works, faithfulness). 13 I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First
and the Last, the Beginning
and the End [the Eternal
One].”
God’s chosen Men must
go back to being flat footed,
backboned, and recommitted to standing on the
unadulterated, uncompromised, straight no chaser
Word of God and have the
Faith to believe it will yield
what God said it would.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter),
Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of God &
True Holiness, 2800 41st
Ave. N, St. Pete - www.weareholiness.org | Church of God
and True Holiness, Intl.
www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Board | Chaplain Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6
Democratic Black Caucus Member
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dear Editor
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP is poised
to support the Pinellas
County School Board’s
efforts to not only address the systemic failures in our five schools
within south County but
throughout the county.
In
Dr.
Michael
Grego’s May 16 letter to
the Tampa Bay Time’s
editor, he characterized
the NAACP’s involvement and call for his resignation/termination as
“division.” This I find disturbing and counter-productive.
As public officials, the
NAACP is simply holding
Dr. Grego and the Pinellas County School Board
members accountable.
The African-American
community has trusted
that the district would do
the right thing by black
children for over 30
years. The trust factor
has been lost and like the
reorganized branch of
the
St.
Petersburg
branch, Grego and
school board members
must accept that regaining that trust is a
process.
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP has not
come back with the expectation that just be-

GENERAL NOTICE
cause we bare the name
of the oldest and boldest
civil rights organization,
that the community will
simply accept what we
say. We will only regain
the trust of the community after the collective
community witnesses
the sustained work and
accomplishments toward
addressing the violations
of social justice within
our community.
As the president of
the
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP, I am personally committed to
lead the organization in a
fashion that ensures we
utilize our collective experiences to analyze
data, sift out inconsistencies, be responsive to
complaints of discrimination and to identify strategies that lead to long
term systemic socioeconomic changes.
Just like the NAACP
doesn’t expect the community to simply take our
word that we will do the
right thing, the NAACP
will not simply take the
word of any public official as the gospel and
simply bow our heads in
prayer in hopes that we
will be delivered.
If the spirit of collaboration and cooperation is

THINKING ABOUT BUYING HOME BUT
DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START?
Join the City of St. Petersburg Housing Department,
Tampa Bay Community Development Corporation,
St. Petersburg Neighborhood Home Solutions,
Mortgage Lenders, Realtors and Down Payment
Assistance Providers at the
to exist between the
Pinellas County School
Board officials, it can
only exist when all parties involved within the
collaboration
demonstrate the highest levels
of consistency, transparency, integrity and
mutual respect that can
be supported by data and
actions.
It is my personal
prayer that the meetings
this week with Pinellas
County School Board
member Rene Flowers
and
Superintendent
Grego is the beginning of
a collaboration grounded
in those highest levels of
consistency,
transparency, integrity and
mutual respect previously referenced.
Maria L. Scruggs,
President of St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP

COQEBS community meeting
Parents and community members are invited
and encouraged to join
COQEBS President Rick
Davis and its membership
on June 1 and July 6, 6:30
p.m. at the Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S,
for updates on the education of African-American
students in the Pinellas
School District.
Among the topics to
be discussed are: the status of the federal and
state law suits against the
district; the achievement
gap between black and
white students; why magnets schools are not the
solution for the six failing
elementary
schools

(Campbell Park, Fairmont Park, Lakeview,
Maximo, Melrose, Sandy
Lane); graduation rates
for black students; discipline, and other issues of
concern to parents and
members of the community.
Our children and
their futures are very important to all of us.
Please join President Ricardo Davis June 1 and
July 6 both starting at
6:30 p.m. at the Enoch
Davis Center for these
very important updates.
Your attendance and participation are welcomed
and important to these
very significant discus-

WRXB General Manager

Exciting things are
happening at WRXB, but
first a sincere thank you
to all of our loyal sponsors
who stuck with us during
our recent transmitter
and equipment problems.
WRXB engineers are
in the process of transporting and installing an
AM transmitter and you
will be able to hear 1590
radio once again throughout Tampa Bay.
We will continue to
play all your favorite inspirational music along with
news, weather, sports,
topical shows, our weekend church programs,
plus much more.
I’m very excited to announce the purchased a
new on-air telephone system, so you will be able to
call in and discuss various

issues with the announcers clearly on the air.
And that’s not all…
WRXB will also be heard
on 96.5 FM, and wait
until you hear how great
the music sounds on FM.
We will be simulcasting
our program on 96.5 FM
along with 1590 FM.
It has taken a while
for our corporate headquarters in Chicago to be
able to fund the large cost
of rebuilding the station
after lightning destroyed
our entire transmitter system and damaged beyond
repair the machinery associated with it. The backup
transmitter
we
installed afterwards did
its job of keeping us on
the air under extreme circumstances, but it is not
powerful enough.
The targeted date for
the new WRXB is July 4 if
all the engineering goes


 

June 4, 2016 for a free home buyer’s workshop
beginning at 8:15 AM until 4:00 PM at the
RAYMOND JAMES FINANCIAL CENTER
880 Carillon Parkway, St. Petersburg, Florida 33716
Register on line at www.hopeexpo.org
or call (727) 892-5572 for information
MULTIPLE PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED
TO THOSE IN ATTENDANCE
DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
LEARN THE RIGHT WAY TO PURCHASE
THE HOME OF YOUR DREAMS

 





 
 
 
  

     
sions. I thank you in advance for your participation
and
continued
support.
Please mark your calendars!
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.

Stay tuned for the new WRXB
BY ED EDWARDS

HOME OWNERSHIP FOR
PEOPLE EVERYWHERE (HOPE) EXPO

as planned. There is a
massive amount of electrical contracting that needs
to take place to complete
this project.
I will keep you updated as to how the installations are progressing.
In the meantime, you can
contact by email at
ed@wrxb.us.
Again, thank you for
your support.
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Get informed and lead a better life
From WOMEN, page 1

races, genders and backgrounds saying that ‘enough
is enough.’”
People around the country are saying ‘black lives
matter’ and we need change.
Gordon pointed out the disproportionate amount of
African Americans serving
time for drug-related offences. Approximately 60
percent of these convicted
offenders are African American, even though African
Americans comprise only
about 13 percent of the country’s population.
The percentage of
African Americans that number among the incarcerated
in
this
country
in
general is also disproportionately high. As a consequence, 1.5 million African
Americans have lost their
right to vote due to convictions.
“That’s 15 percent of the
African-American male population that cannot vote,”
Gordon underscored.
Gordon went on to point
out that the national average
for African-American teen
convictions versus convic-

tions of white teens for marijuana-related offences is five
to one, and in Hillsborough
and Pinellas Counties it’s
even higher at seven to one.
He challenged everyone
to take a step back and think:
Are law enforcement policies
fair and practical, or do they
contribute to civil disturbances and mistrust in the
community?
Hawkins recalled that
while he was a resource officer at Gibbs High, he came
across an article about a
young white male who was
arrested for dealing drugs.
The female judge looked at
the offender and told him,
“You’re too cute to go to
prison,” and gave him probation. Yet when the young
African Americans stood before the same judge for the
same exact offense, they
were sentenced to jail time.
“I said then that it was not
fair,” Hawkins recalled.
Concerning the number
of young African Americans
getting pulled over by officers, Crews conceded that
injustices are out there and
added that police officers

have a “wide range of perspective” for what they see. If
these young people find
themselves stopped by officers, the first thing they
should do is be respectful,
she said.
“They have to be respectful,” she said, drawing
on her experience. “Don’t do
anything to escalate the situation.”
She noted that she isn’t
“pro-law enforcement” but
“pro-right.”
“What is right and what
is just? I know that there are
police officers out there that
frankly don’t do things like
they should do,” she said.
Referencing the five failing elementary schools in
south St. Pete, Gordon
stated there is a nexus between education and crime.
When schools fail to properly educate children it can
lead to desperation, failed aspirations and crime.
Hawkins noted that he’d
visited one of the failing
schools and was appalled at
the disrespectful attitudes of
the young children who will
curse out teachers or even

Concerned parent and grandparent Lenora Robinson

hit them.
“We have teachers that
are tired,” he said. “AfricanAmerican teachers who are
very good that are saying,
‘I’m going to find a job somewhere else.’ But they’re the
ones we need to keep.”
We’ve got to find a way to
work with our children, he
said, because children need
structure and they need it at
home.
“If they don’t get the
structure, they’re not going
to make it in life,” Hawkins
said.
Lodge-Hawkins underscored the importance of education and noted the
partnerships
Pinellas
County Urban League has
with PTC and St. Pete College, in helping young people find a path to
success. She noted that
its
programs,
though
the Urban League deals with
individuals who are hard to
place, meaning those that
have “background issues.”
“We partner with United
Way,” she noted. “They actually give us funding for us to
make sure they get the

proper training in order to
go back into the work force,
even though that have background issues.”
The term “failure factories” has now become such
a blight on the community
that
Stephens,
who
works
with
hundreds of young people
on a daily basis, said that
something is truly wrong
when children ask him, “Am
I really a failure?”
“Something is wrong
when I have kids that come
every single day, three or
four years old, wearing the
same clothes,” he said.
“Something is wrong when I
have kids that live in a twomile radius of downtown and
have never seen downtown
before.”
It’s not only teachers or
officers or parents that are
letting the children down,
but the community as a
whole, which has to step up
to make sure the youth of St.
Pete have a future rich with
opportunity.
A year ago Stephens
began “I Support Youth”—
an organization that literally

goes door to door and asks,
“What can we do to help
your child be successful?”
The organization’s several
programs look to help and
instruct young people on
how to become productive
members of the community.
Norwood stressed that
he wants to let young people
in the area know that PTC is
a viable option, noting that
the college sends letters to
all graduating students informing them about scholarship opportunities.
He also revealed that not
just graduating seniors are
qualified for full scholarships; they are available to
anyone who meets the income eligibility.
But PTC can’t help
prospective students, even if
they lack the funds, if they
don’t apply.
“I’ve said this over and
over: give me a chance to
say no,” Norwood stated.
“And I can tell you right now,
I haven’t said no to one person who has tried to apply.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Louis Stephens, Stacey Lodge-Hawkins and Boe Norwood.
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Pinellas County Democratic Black Caucus reborn Applications now
available for social
services grants

ST. PETERSBURG —
In March, a group of 18
leaders from Pinellas
County assembled at the
local Democratic Party
Headquarters to charter a
local chapter of the Pinellas County Democratic
Black Caucus.
“Our mission is to enhance the lives of African
Americans in Pinellas
County through empowerment, pride of culture, involvement in government
and community issues,
building partnerships, and
development of political
strength,” said Corey
Givens Jr., Outreach Chair
for the Pinellas County
Democratic
Executive
Committee, who will serve
as President of the newly
reactivated caucus.
“Our club will be defined by its independent
nature, which will be
based on the ideas of the
group’s members, giving
everyone a voice,” Givens
added. “We want to work
with other organizations
and civic clubs, but we will
serve independently and
act independently!”
The organization had
been inactive for a number
of years until Givens was
approached by Pinellas
County Democratic Party
Chair Susan McGrath
about reestablishing a
Pinellas County chapter.
McGrath saw the need for
the chapter’s rebirth during a critical election year.
The primary objectives
of the Pinellas County
Democratic Black Caucus
are as follows:
Promote the principles
of the Democratic Party at
all levels and to stimulate
an active interest in public
affairs that will foster a better and more representative government.

Support and solicit
support for legislation and
governmental action on
national, state, and local
levels that are reflective of
the best interest of the
people in the respective
areas.
Unite and increase the
political power and influence of Black Democrats
within the Pinellas County
Democratic Party.
Recruit, develop and
encourage qualified citizens to become candidates
for public office.
Over the years, the
DBC has focused its efforts on voter registration
drives, Get out the Vote,
canvassing for campaigns
and Voter Action Network
training. The Democratic
Black Caucus has also attempted to fight back
against unethical rulings
and laws handed down
from the Republican majority in Tallahassee that
have threatened the ability
for certain groups to be
able to reasonably cast a
ballot in elections, per
their constitutional rights.
Most recently there
has been a shift to phone
banking and community-

wide educational seminars
to increase vote by mail especially for those who otherwise would have trouble
voting or were thrown of
the rolls by procedures
from the state and Federal
government. The Black
Caucus has also been responsive to those from our
community who are frustrated with certain new
policies and interpretations of laws such as
“Stand Your Ground.”
According to Givens,
the Caucus will target issues as it relates to equality,
education,
the
economy and the environment.
The Pinellas County
Democratic Black Caucus
Leadership
includes:
Corey Givens Jr. (president), Norma Roberts
(vice president), Diane
Lebedeff (secretary) and
JerJuan Green (treasurer).
The Caucus meets on
the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Democratic Party
Headquarters, 2250 First
Ave. N, St Pete.
There are more than
18 Democratic Black Caucus of Florida chapters.

They represent over 1.2
million Black voters registered as Democrats in
Florida. The DBCF was
established
in1983,
formed to unite and increase the political power
for Black Democrats who
were unnoticed and underserved in the state. The
Democratic Black Caucus
of Florida is by no means
exclusionary. All registered Democrats who subscribe to the Caucus
objectives and goals are invited to join.
For more information,
visit www.dbcflorida.org.
Contact Corey Givens
Jr. at (727) 433-5477 for a
membership application.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Social service agencies
may now apply for
$333,500 in competitive
grants from the city of St.
Petersburg. Grant applications are due Tuesday,
July 5 by 4 p.m. and are
available
online
at
www.stpete.org/social_action_funding.
Funding is limited to
social service programs
that provide homeless
services and/or homeless
prevention services. Priority for funding: homeless
families with minor or dependent children (highest
priority), unaccompanied
youth (second priority)
and chronic homeless
adults (third priority).
Grant awards will not
be offered to agencies requesting less than $10,000
or more than $40,000. An
agency can request funding for more than one program, but the total request
cannot exceed $40,000.
Agencies must submit

only one application.
A Bidders/Technical
Assistance Workshop will
be held on Friday, June 3,
from 9 to 11 a.m. in Room
100 at St. Petersburg City
Hall, 175 Fifth Street
North, 33701. Attendance
at this workshop is required by all new applicants to the Social Action
Funding Program to qualify for funding.
Agencies
currently
funded (FY 2016) by the
city’s Social Action Funding Program are not required to attend, however
are welcome and encouraged to attend the workshop. Interested applicants
are requested to print the
application and guidelines
found on the website and
bring to the workshop.
In fiscal year 2016, the
city allocated social services grants to 16 organizations in the community.
For more information,
visit www.stpete.org/socialservices.
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Programs that will ensure your children’s success
From PARENT, page 1

adults with the focus on either getting them into high
school or helping them get
into the college of their
choice, pursue the career
that they are interested in
or whatever their dream is.
The ladies are called
Exquisite Gems and are
mentored by the ladies of
the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, and the young
men are called Pathfinders
and are under the tutelage
of the Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Through their time in
the Akademy, they learn
leadership skills, go on a
host of field trips, such as
canoeing and amusement
parks; the high schoolers
have the chance to attend a
three-day college tour to
five different colleges
every year. By the time a
student graduates, they
would have had the potential of visiting 15 colleges.
They also get help with college applications and recommendation letters.
Two former Akademy
students were on hand to
give their testimonies. Angelina Kincy joined the
Akademy in the sixth
grade and is now starting
her senior year in August

at Florida State, and
Clarence Scott, IV, who
joined in the ninth grade,
completed his master’s degree and is now a cadet
with the St. Petersburg Police Department. Both recommended the academy
and said their time in the
program helped prepare
them for life.
You can download an
application
at
www.zuochapter.org/index
.php/aka-akademy. Applications are due June 6 and
can be dropped off at the
Woodson Museum. There
are always more applicants
than spots, so get your application in now!
Rosalyn
Connelly
stopped by to talk about the
St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority’s program
called the Delta Academy.
Their academy is a mentoring program that promotes
positive interaction and social development skills
among African-American
adolescent females in
grades five through eight.
The program goals
focus on building self-esteem and fostering leadership qualities among this
identified group of adoles-

Angelina Kincy and Clarence Scott, IV

cent females. The academic component of the
program is designed to
pique the interest of young
girls to subject areas and
careers in science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM). The program
goals are achieved through
the participant’s involvement in workshops, field
trips, community service
projects, bonding activities
and strong parental support.
Their sister program
called the Delta GEMS is
offered to girls in grades 912.These young women
participate in workshops
consisting of etiquette
classes, STD awareness,
dating, dressing for success, as well as applying to
colleges and scholarship
information.
Through a partnership
with various fraternities,
they also offer two workshops a year to young men.
This past April, the Deltas
graduated the alpha class
of the Gentlemen’s Institute, which culminated in a
Beautillion, the very first in
this area. It was offered to
11th and 12th grade boys
and served as an introduction into society for Tampa

Bay’s young men.
Applications are accepted through Aug. 30
and can be downloaded at
http://stpetedeltas.org/.
LaShante Keys of the
Kappa League Male Leadership Institute was also on
hand to talk his program
for young men the sixth
through 12th grade.
The objective of this
program is to encourage
the elements of achievement, leadership, service
and scholarship for young
men as they transition into
the next phase of the life
after high school.
During the Male Leadership Institute program,
the participants are required to attend workshops
on topics such as: etiquette, fiscal responsibility,
men’s health, financial aid,
career preparation and
public speaking. In addition, over the years the students have attended social
and cultural events as well
as performed community
service projects.
“Our goal is to see them
go to college, but we also
make sure that they have
other options. Our main
goal is to make sure that
they are better citizens of

Dr. Shameka Jones (L) and Rosalyn Connelly (R).
Dr. Jones is a product of the Delta program, and
said by the time she went to college, she “hit the
ground running” because she was so prepared.

the community,” Keys said,
stating that he understands
not everyone can go to college.
Tyler Crump has been
in the program since the
seventh grade. He praised
Keys for helping him
achieve his goals.
“It was fun; I’m glad I
did it, and it kept me out of
trouble,” said Crump,
who’s headed off to college
to become an orthopedic
surgeon.
“We have to keep our
young children involved,”
said Zowanda Williams,
Crumps mom. “Without
LaShante it wouldn’t have
been possible.”
The Kappa League
Male Leadership Institute

meets at the Woodson Museum on the second and
third Sunday at 2 p.m. each
month. Parents are invited
to stop by and get a feel for
the program.
After awards were
given out to those who
worked all year to make
the two programs a success, Scott and Roderick C.
Cunningham, a mentor
with the Woodson Warriors, gave the parents a
pep talk and encouraged
them to give their children
unconditional love so that
they will not go outside of
the house for it.
All applications can be
dropped off at the Woodson Museum before their
respective due dates.

LaShante Keys

Roderick C. Cunningham
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Opportunities for learning in failing schools

CONGRATULATIONS

From SCHOOLS, page 1

to know how committed
we are; we have the tools
and the resources to
move our kids forward,”
said Puller. “We have to
remember that these kids
need help, they’re failing
and we need to help
them.”
Puller believes that
when part of the community is failing, another
must step up and make
the difference; this is
where the SPPF fits in.
There are currently
three components to the
foundation, with a fourth
on the way.
Initially, the foundation’s primary goal was
to provide new, age appropriate books, free of
charge to children from
infancy to adolescence.
“Kids emulate. All they
know is the world they
live in. When you are
able to give a kid books,
you expand their world.
They are able to see beyond the world they live
in,” explained Puller.
The mission soon expanded to include a summer program designed to
reduce learning loss over
the summer months. The
program is available to all
elementary and middle
school level children
from the south St. Petersburg area.
“Most students lose
about two months of
grade level equivalency in

mathematical computation skills over the summer months,” according
to research gathered by
the national Summer
Learning
Association
(NSLA).
SPPF’s summer camp,
known as the M.A.S.T.R
Kids Program (Math-ArtsScience-Technology-Reading), has been designed to
enhance both academic
performance and self-esteem. It will prepare children to excel intellectually,
psychologically, emotionally and physically.
The summer camp is
staffed with state certified teachers, reading
and STEM specialists
and a Behavioral Specialist. It is based at the University
Preparatory
Academy, 1701 10th St S,
St. Petersburg.
“When the school
doors close [for the summer], many children
struggle to access educational opportunities, as
well as basic needs such
as healthy meals and adequate adult supervision,”
according to NSLA.
The M.A.S.T.R Kids
Program fulfills all of
those needs.
During the school
year, SPPF offers tutoring
through a partnership
with Eckerd College and
other educational programs in south St. Petersburg to increase skill

levels and expand comprehension.
“At its busiest, 38 students received help from
up to 16 tutors…students
have reported improvement of up to two grades
in a semester,” said Jennifer Hughes, SPPF executive director. Students
are recommended for the
tutoring program by
their individual teachers.
Future plans include
adding a reading component. Puller believes that
when children see their
mentors and role models
excited about reading,
they will become interested and excited about it
too.
The foundation is still
in need of supplies for
their summer camp and
increased overall participation with the organization.
“We’re looking for
community advocates and
board members, we’re
looking for sponsors that
will provide books of
color, that have role models for our kids,” said
Puller.
For more details, the
SPPF website is www.sppfoundation.com or on
Facebook at
SPPFoundation.
Laura Mulrooney is a
reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.

are in order for Dr. Kevin Conductor
Bernard Parrott and the
Mt. Zion Sanctuary Choir
2016 nominees for
BEST CHURCH CHOIR
of the Steve Harvey
Neighborhood Awards.
(VOTING: June 6th)
Go to NeighborhoodAwards.com
and click on “nominations” to vote.
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Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




   





  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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Edible Peace Patch’s Cultivating
Honoring a community
Community Fundraiser this Friday champion
Event to help nonprofit build more educational gardens
in South St. Petersburg schools

BY LA’KESHA O’NEAL
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Edible Peace Patch
Project will hold their Cultivating
Community
Fundraiser this Friday, May
20 from 6-9 p.m. at the Historic Train Station at the
Morean Center for Clay in
St. Petersburg.
The event will celebrate
the St. Petersburg-based
nonprofit’s mission of cultivating healthy minds and
bodies through hands-on
educational gardens in Title
I schools in low-income
areas of Pinellas County.
The dinner will honor
Watson Haynes, CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban
League, for his support of
The Edible Peace Patch
Project. A St. Petersburg
native, Haynes is deeply involved in the community, including the St. Petersburg
Chamber of Commerce,
Pinellas Education Foundation P4PS Committee, and
AMI Kids. He also served
as the Chartering President
of the Midtown Rotary Club
and President of the Concerned Organization for
Quality Education for Black
Students.
Attendees will also hear
from students whose lives
have been affected by the
program, and the event will

also have a live band and
auction off a home garden
installation.
“Our goal is to promote
health and wellness among
the youth in our community and to educate these
students on how to eat
healthy,” said Sherry
Howard, executive director
of The Edible Peace Patch
Project. “We’re thrilled to
share the positive impacts
with the community that
The Edible Peace Patch is
making on our local youth.”
The Edible Peace Patch
Project has educational gardens in six Title 1 elementary schools and one
non-Title 1 elementary
school in South St. Petersburg, including Lakewood,
Maximo, Campbell Park,
Fairmount, Melrose, John
Hopkins and Sanderlin.
Individual tickets to the
event are $50 per person
and include heavy hors
d’oeuvres, wine and beer.
For more information on
the event, sponsorships and
to purchase tickets, visit
http://tinyurl.com/SPCultivatingCommunity.
The Morean Center for
Clay is located at 420 22nd
Street S. and the event will
be held in the Historic Train
Station.






Watson Haynes
About The Edible
Peace Patch
Established in January
2009, the Edible Peace
Patch began when a group
of ambitious Eckerd College students and their Environmental
Studies
professor built a schoolyard
garden to teach students
how to grow vegetables and
be active participants in
their environment. The organization installs educational gardens in Title I
schools, and now has gardens in seven schools in
South St. Petersburg, Fla.
The mission of the Edible
Peace Patch is to cultivate
healthy minds and bodies
through hands-on educational gardens to help grow
successful lives and communities.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



ST. PETESBURG —
Reverend Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, a St. Petersburg
College (SPC) graduate,
has been a part of south St.
Pete for more than 25
years. Prior to devoting his
time reaching back to elevate his community, he
served his country a total
of 14 years in the armed
services.
As a young man he desired to do something that
would positively impact
the world.
“Serving your country
is one of the most honorable things a person can
do,” Harrison said. The
military groomed him to
be the man that he is
today.
Harrison said that celebrating all the branches
of the armed services is
important; however, ensuring that all veterans receive the benefits they
earn serving our country
is one of his highest priorities.
When he isn’t fighting
for veteran’s rights, he
spends his days trying to
be a beacon of hope in a
city filled with youth
whose lives are being prematurely ended by growing gun violence. Harrison
is not only a celebrated
military veteran, but a
community hero that continually promotes programs and services that
positively impact the community he lives in.
Please come out this
Saturday, May 21 to help
Harrison and SPC celebrate National Armed
Forces Day during the
SPC’s second annual
Touch-a-Truck event from
10-2 p.m. at the Allstate
Center, 3200 34th St. S, St.
Pete.
Held annually on
the third Saturday of May,
National Armed Forces
Day is a day to pay tribute
to men and women who
serve the United States’
armed forces.
Activities will include
career and military exploration exhibits, employment opportunities and
scholarship information.
There will be free food,

Ret. Marine Robert Harrison

music and a rock-climbing
wall, all provided through
contributions from community partners.
The community will
have a chance to take pho-

tos with members of the
military, veterans, including Harrison, law enforcement officers and first
responders to honor National Armed Forces Day.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Transformed to the streets

Imagination of a graduate
BY DEXTER MCCREE

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The morning was beautiful
and the sun was shining
bright. The winds began to
blow and transformation
was in progress. Transformed was an event that
brought together cultures,
the young and old, ministries, fun and life lessons.
The day of inspiration
took place across the street
from Anointed Word Fellowship
Church
last
month. It started out with
Pastor Luis Marrero and
Open Heaven Pentecostal
Church singing praise and
dancing to spiritual Spanish songs. A word challenging a transformed mind set
the stage for an eventful
and inspiring day.
There were little children enjoying Kid City,
where they traveled in and
out of model playhouses
and moved down the slide
into a pit of sand. Ten stations set up with tent coverings provided activity for
the audience to engage. A
dress-up station encouraged young girls to em-

brace their inner beauty
while observing outer
beauty as they dressed up
in an array of pearls, garments and hairpieces
topped off with stylish hats.
At the arts and craft area,
the children painted pictures that captured the
dream that was with in
them.
For those thirsty and
hungry, the food court provided grilled hot dogs, popcorn and ice cold drinks.
With many people experiencing challenges in life,
prayer warriors set up and
prayed with individuals
seeking divine answers to
their earthly circumstances.
DJ big-play kept the
crowd in groove mode,
mixing genres of music
that took the audience
from line dance, to praise
and worship and everything in between. It was the
perfect mix for the mixed
crowd of people. Justin
Beachesne, a multiple amputee and competitive
skateboarder, was on hand
to inspire the youth, while
Channel 10’s news anchor,
Reginald Roundtree, deliv-

ered a powerful and motivational message that
caused the audience to
stand to their feet in applause.
“It indeed was a day to
transform,” said Cheryl
Underwood, who illustrated a woman with issues
transforming to a woman
of hope and inspiration.
“I’m loving and enjoying
life. Everyone can and
should.”
A massage station gave
relief to anyone who felt
stressed, tired or discomforted and transformed
them into energetic participants of the day.
“We are too blessed to
be stressed. The daily responsibilities often cause
extra pressures. I want to
be able to help people relax
and get relief. But more importantly, find their inner
self,” said Dominique Burney.
Transformed is about
challenging lives and
minds to be the best you. It
takes church and sends it
to the streets where the
best work can really be
done. Even the weather
agreed that morning.

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Lake Vista Recreation
Center’s community room
served as a station of
dreams for graduates with
imagination to move on to
the big school of kindergarten where they will
continue to field their
dreams. Parents, grandparents and great grandparents applauded in
approval as smiles brightened the room and a sigh
of relief that they made it,
even if it was just through
preschool.
“Welcome parents and
friends to our 2016 Imagination Station Preschool
Graduation,” said Niya
Cutter, a 2016 graduate of
Imagination Station. “We
are glad that you were able
to come out to our graduation. Sit back, relax and
enjoy the show.”
About that time, little
people seemingly standing

in the middle of red caps
and gowns began to stroll
along the back wall as they
circled the room to allow
anxious parents to marvel
at their offspring, while
headed to center stage for
their presentations.
After an official welcome, pledge of allegiance,
song and prayer, all led by
preschool graduates, the
2016 graduation class introduced themselves and
shared their date of birth.
Only your imagination
could conceive how this
would go. I’m sure having
four and five year olds with
a microphone in their
hand and a captive audience made the moment a
little testy for Jackie Lang,
director of Imagination
Station Preschool.
“Regardless of how
many times we rehearsed
and how perfect it’s done
in practice, you can never
predict the actual outcome
of the ceremony,” said

Lang. “They’re just babies.
They know what to do; you
know that they know what
to do, but what will actually
be done, no one knows.
Not even them.”
The class recited a terribly cute little poem, and
finally the moment they all
had been waiting for— the
presentation of diplomas.
It all started out very
smoothly. The teacher
called the student’s names
and the graduates collected their diplomas.
Then it happened. One
relaxed graduate stopped
the flow of things right in
its tracks. As his named
was called forth to receive
his diploma, it was discovered that he had taken his
shoes off–both of them. In
a mad scramble to stop
this portion of the ceremony from falling completely apart, Lang’s
prediction had come true:
“what will actually be done,
no one knows.”
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Love filled the room at pastor’s anniversary celebration
From FAMILY, page 1

he’s pastored from Germany back home to St.
Pete, and even helped start
New Covenant Baptist
Church. In 2005, he was
called to Mt. Pilgrim and
has enjoyed his role there
ever since.
“I love Mt. Pilgrim.
God’s vision for me at that
church is to have His people return to the Word.
Having people return to
God’s Word will ultimately
cause change in people’s
lives,” said Hazely.
“I love him so dearly
and I’m so thankful that
God has put them in my
life,” said Missionary Barbara Stockton. “I told my
pastor, ‘You better be glad I
love this church because
Mt. Pilgrim is where I
would be.’” Stockton, who
attends Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
said she adopted Hazley as
her godson years ago.
Pastor Joseph Reid said
Hazely helped and guided
him in the creation of New
Covenant Baptist Church.
“He’s always been an
encouraging person. We
encouraged one another.

He’s like a blood brother to
me,” he said. “Keep on
being my friend.”
Apostle Ada Davis from
Joy Tabernacle Cathedral
in Tampa congratulated
Hazely on his 10th anniversary and encouraged him
“to keep on doing what you
are doing.”
Self-proclaimed Facebook fanatic Denita Lowery said one day she was
stuck in an elevator and
starting posting about the
experience. Right after
being rescued by firefighters, Hazely called to see
how she was doing. To her,
that one phone call showed
her how much he loves
and cares for his congregation.
When older brother Tyrone Hazely took to the
podium, he brought tears
and laughter to the crowd.
“Y’all wonder where he
got all his talent from,” he
said to a room full of laughter. “My brother really inspires me. I was the oldest
so all of the burden was on
me…but as I look now and
following in his footsteps—
a great pastor, a great

teacher, a great leader—he
has given me a lot of values.”
But it was his mother
who summed it up best. “If
you raise your children
right, you don’t have to
worry because God will
take care of them,” said
Daisy
Gilliam,
who
thanked God for letting
her live to see her son’s
10th anniversary at Mt. Pilgrim.
There are some 12 ministries at Mt. Pilgrim and
Hazley is an active part of
each one of them, treating
all of them with respect
and love. But the Pastor’s
Aid Ministry was the star
of this show.
This self-sufficient ministry put together the
whole anniversary party.
By selling tickets, and
some of the cost coming
out of their pockets, they
were able buy and prepare
a meal fit for a king.
Pastor’s Aide Ministry
Leader Karla Williams said
since they love and support
their pastor so much, they
made a commitment to
make up any shortfall.
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Zetas honor local women

Coming up Flowers and Butterflies

BY EMMA COOPER
CAVIN

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
celebrated
six
individuals during their
Finer Womanhood Luncheon. Gifts and awards
were presented to these
local women and teens
that have given outstanding time and service at
work and in the community last Sunday, May 15 at
Harold Seltzers’ Steak
House.
The women selected
are known for their zealousness in working to
make the community better for others. No matter
what task they are given,
they always go the extra
mile in providing service
to others.
Honored as “Community Women of the Year”
were Deborah FiggsSanders
and
Pattye
Sawyer-Hampton, both
noted for more than 20
years of working within or
directing
communitybased and non-profit organizations.
Figgs-Sanders
currently serves as the executive director of the
Childs Park YMCA.
Some of her community
affiliations include Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
where she is a past president and an appointee to
the International Communications Committee; the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County;
2020 Taskforce, 2020
Core Team; mayoral appointee to the CRA Citizens
Advisory
Committee; Juvenile Welfare Board’s South County
Community
Council;
Pinellas County Schools
Student Advisory Council;
PCS District Intervention
and Appeals Community;
Fundamental Schools Advocacy Network and
Earth Mission Ministries,
to name a few.
Figgs-Sanders is the
proud wife of Daniel
Sanders, mother of three
sons and the grandmother
of two granddaughters.
She is a graduate of Gibbs
High School, received a
bachelor’s degree from
Florida A&M University
and a Master in Business
Administration from the
University of Phoenix.
Sawyer-Hampton
works with the Pinellas
County Urban League
serving as the director of
Health Initiatives. Her position gives her the responsibility of developing
and implementing their internal and external health
initiatives, as well as social
media
communication

strategies to promote a
greater awareness and
create support for the organization.
Prior to working in her
current position, SawyerHampton worked in
health, hospice care, marketing and public relations.
A native of
Cleveland, Ohio, she graduated from Ohio University with a bachelor’s
degree in Journalism
from the esteemed E.W.
Scripps School of Journalism.
Sawyer-Hampton
holds a master’s degree in
organizational management from the University
of Phoenix. She and her
husband, Dorian, have
four children, and she is a
member of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Incorporated.
Selected as “Zeta of
the Year” was Yvonne
King, a retired educator
who earned both a bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Florida A&M University. She and her husband,
Bernard,
are
parents of three adults
and the grandparents of
two teenagers.
A member of the St.
Petersburg chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta since 1975,
King has worked on numerous committees and
fulfilled projects in the
same manner as she
would a salaried position.
She works with care and
diligence in all that she
undertakes.
For her leadership
within the Zeta Amicae
Auxiliary and her willingness to serve the community,
LaTyonia
McConnell-Williams was
named “Amicae of the
Year.” She is presently
serving as secretary/
treasurer in the organization and willingly represents the group at
fundraisers and community functions.
McConnell-Williams
will serve as a delegate to
the national convention
this summer. The Zeta
Amicae Auxiliary is the
adult organization affiliated with Zeta Phi Beta,
and the members work to
fulfill their own special
projects while also supporting Zeta Phi Beta’s
projects.
Joanna Grace Miller
received an award for her
work within the youth organization, which she has
been involved in since she
was just 4 years old. This
year, she was named
“Youth of the Year.”
Miller is a ninth grade
student in the Pinellas
County Center for the
Arts at Gibbs High
School. Her area of concentration is dance, but
she also enjoys music. As
a volunteer since age five,

Miller has collected donations for the March of
Dimes, the Ronald McDonald House, assisted
participants in St. Anthony’s Triathlon, distributed NAACP information
during the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Parade
and worked in the community garden at Jordan
Park.
The 2016 scholarship
recipient was Briana
Alexis Macon, who plans
to go to college in the fall.
Graduating from the Medical Magnet program at
Boca Ciega High School
next month, she is a member of the National Honor
Society. Macon has excelled in the classroom, attained the rank of First
Lieutenant in Bravo Company of the ROTC program and performed in
the Fighting Pirates
Marching Band.
Prior to Sunday’s
event, a full week was
spent fulfilling national
service initiatives. Educational activities, services
to the elderly and shut-in
and procuring supplies for
the needy were the priorities. Visiting schools gave
the sorority members a
way to encourage students to work harder at
building reading and math
skills.
Some members visited
with children whom they
have mentored or tutored
previously during the
school year. Other sorority members established
new relationships through
reading and storytelling,
activities that they will
continue next fall.
One group visited patients in nursing homes,
delivering personal gifts
and a little entertainment.
The small gifts and toiletries put big smiles on
the faces of the patients.
Saturday was spent at
Dell Holmes Park as the
sorority members, Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity,
friends and family members just took the time to
wind down and relax.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated has provided service and leadership to St. Petersburg for
more than 61 years. Chartered in 1955, the local
chapter has kept in mind
that scholarship, service,
sisterhood, and finer
womanhood are still the
principles of the organization and are the reason
that we serve our community.
Chapter president is
Daphne Lampley. Event
chair was Kareesa Keys,
with Paulette Jones, Lisa
Wilson, Juanita Wilson,
Emma Cavin, and Kay
Mullen serving as committee members.

Caption: (L to R) Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Briana Macon, Pattye
Sawyer-Hampton, Daphne Lampley, Joanna Miller, LaTyonia
McConnell-Williams, Yvonne King

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gathering of Women,
Inc. presented the Flower
Girls and Butterflies
Salute to Motown reception at the Childs Park
YMCA last Saturday, May 14.
The program opened
with the welcome by
Chanterria
LahDeja
Bradley and Zaria Lenay
Albritton.
Fifteen elementary to
middle school aged girls got
the opportunity to feel what
it’s like to strut down a catwalk with all eyes on them.
Model leads were Asya
Lanae Maxine Dickerson,
Tamara
Key’Shawnna
Green and Kiara Bernice
Darling- Robinson.
The girls modeled in
three scenes: Girls Rock to

the Beat, Try Everything
and Stepping Out in Style.
The other girls who
rounded out the cast of
models were Sa’Quia Isis
Middlebrooks, Adrianna
Bonita
Middlebrooks,
Mariah
Evans,
Bran
‘Dreshia Cheyenne West,
Quinci Caprice Butler,
Lailah Lord, Kaideyn Aliah
McDaniel, Jasmine Edmunds, Jada Edmunds,
Adrianna LaToya Harris
and Chanterria LahDe’ Ja
Bradley.
The vision of The Gathering of Women’s Flower
Girls (ages 5-11) and Butterflies (ages 12-17) was to create a positive outreach
program for girls that addressed their current issues
and concerns and included
the old fashion values and
etiquette that their mothers

and grandmothers were
reared under.
The Flower Girls were
named in honor of Rene
Flowers, a community
leader, activist, former city
council member and Pinellas County School Board
District 7 member. After the
young ladies finished modeling, each one paid tribute
to Flowers by presenting
her with a flower. She returned the gesture of appreciation by presenting each
girl with a gift bag of goodies. The program concluded
with a delicious meal.
For more information
about the Flower Girls and
Butterflies activities, contact
Samantha Richardson at srtjazz8@aol.com.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  





 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Rock of Jesus MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD” NOON
DAY FROM 12:00
NOON
UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE BEST
ONE HOUR OF YOUR DAY)
AND “PRAYER & WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday
Services anytime – you will
find that all services place
great emphasis on our Savior
Jesus Christ and His loving
atonement for all mankind.
The Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family extend to
you a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue
88th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY – JUNE 5-12, 2016
MAY AT A GLANCE
Sunday, May 22, 2016 at
5:00 pm – Young Ladies of
Christian Character (YLCC)
Graduation Ceremony, the
Church and Community are
invited to attend, LET US ALL
SHOW OUR SUPPORT.
Monday, May 23, 2016 at
7:00 pm - 88th Church Anniversary Planning Committee
Meeting, All members of
Friendship are invited to be a
part of this Committee.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Saturday, May 28, 2016 –
South End - 5th Sunday Work
Shop, held at Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary
Baptist

Church, 3455 26th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, Host
Pastor Rickey L. Houston and
the Facilitator – Bishop Errol
Thompson – Subject: "Growing Your Church from the Out
Side" per Acts 2:38-47.
Calling all West Coast
churches ushers and hospitality ministries to become National Congress volunteers!
Calling all churches, many
hands make a lite work, would
YOU like to be a VOLUNTEER for the National Baptist
Congress of Christian Education, coming to Tampa,
Florida, June 19-24, 2016, we
need, Ushers, Nurses, Choir
Members,
Hospitality,
Greeters and Drivers, all West
Coast Churches SHOULD
HAVE the Volunteers Form,
but if Your Church does not
have that information, Contact
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712, or call us at (727) 9068300, provide your E-mail address or come by the Church
and pickup a copy.
National Baptist Congress
of Christian Education News:
National Baptist Congress
Convention Choir Rehearsal
Schedule: Monday, May 16,
2016 @ 7:00 pm – Friendship
MBC, 3300 31st Street S, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712, THIS
CHOIR IS OPENED TO ALL
CHURCHES IN THE TAMPA
BAY AREA.
THE FOLLOWING TICKETS ARE ON SALE FOR THE
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS: Monday, June 20,
2016 at 7:00 pm at the WELCOME TO TAMPA MUSICAL CONCERT, Tampa
Convention Center, The Musical featuring JOHN P. KEYS &
NEW LIFE, AND KIERRA
(KIKI) SHEARD and the 500
Convention Voice Choir – Get
Your Tickets Now At

NBCUSATAMPAMUSICAL2016.EVENTBRITE.CO
M.
MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2016
AT 9:45 PM – LATE NIGHT
SERVICE – DR. JOHN A.
EVANS, SR.
Wednesday, June 22, 2016
at 6:00 pm - THE PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET held at The Tampa
Marriott Waterside Hotel and
Marina,
The
Florida
Ballroom,700 South Florida
Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33602
– All Checks & Money Orders
are to be Payable to: Central
Florida Fellowship: Please go
to the NBCUSA, Inc. Website,
for ticket information and banquet ticket form.
COMMIT TO MEMORY
FRIENDSHIP:
“WHERE
THERE IS A TEMPLE,
THERE IS A NEED, AND
WHERE THERE IS A NEED
THERE IS
PROVISION,
AND WHERE THERE IS
PROVISION, THERE IS
GOD, WHO PROMISED TO
SUPPLY ALL OF OUR
NEEDS, ACCORDING TO
HIS RICHES IN GLORY.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit
Our FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

St. Mark MBC
Pre-Anniversary Tea and
Fashion Show
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
and the entire congregation,
invites the community at
large to join us as we kick off
our pre-anniversary activities
with an old fashioned tea and
fashion show on Sun., May 22
from 4 to 6 p.m. The affair,
hosted in the St. Mark Fellowship Hall will feature
thrifted outfits in addition to
those purchased from more
traditional stores. Come out
and see how you can dress
for less with style for church
and other events.
Events for May
May 22 - Church Anniversary Pre-Celebration: Tea and
Fashion Show-4 p.m. at St
Mark

May 23 - PIZZA MinistryScavenger Hunt: Doors open
at 5:30 p.m., Musical Moments @ 6 p.m., The Hunt
promptly @ 6:30 p.m. All Children ages 4-18 are welcome
to attend.
May 25-27 - Congress # 2
with St. Mark as the host
church
May 29 - Mission Emphasis Day and Operation Love
May 30 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Mem-

bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday 7
p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church, Rev.
Frank Peterman, Jr., Pastor,
presents the Second Annual
God’s Kingdom Authority
Vision Conference on Friday
and Saturday, May 20th and
21st. This year’s theme is
“Utilizing the Promises of
God in the Earth Realm,”
based on the scripture, Isaiah 55:11. The Conference
will explore apostolic operation in Kingdom life. Friday
night’s emphasis will be
upon Praise and Worship

with the well-known soloist,
Derrick Isham, and the
Young Adult Singers from St.
John
Primitive
Baptist
Church, Clearwater. Saturday promises powerful
teaching on “Awakening the
Apostolic” and “Money &
Relationships” by none other
than Apostle Jonathan Anderson, Pastor of Exceeding
Grace Christian Center.
Bishop Zema Florence of
Holy Temple Cathedral Pentecostal Church, Inc. will
share lessons to live by as he

helps to unlock your “Purpose & Destiny.” Please plan
to attend this life-changing
conference. Friday’s service
begins at 6:00 p.m. and Saturday’s activities will begin
at 9:00 a.m. with Continental
Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Registration is only $20. You may
contact The Rock of Jesus’s
church office at (727) 3270015 for registration and further information or plan to
register at the door. Everyone is welcome!

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM the Way
Scripture – “I AM the
way, the truth and the life
(John 14:6).”
Denial – “I let go of any
idea that there is no way for
my good to manifest.”
Affirmation – “I AM is
the way!”
God is Absolute Good so
God’s will for us can only be
Absolute Good. The first belief statement of the Universal Foundation for Better
Living states, “It is God’s desire that every individual on
the face of this earth live a
happy, healthy and prosperous life (III John 1:3).”
Therefore, we stand on principle knowing that “All
things work together for our
good because we love God
and we are the called ac-

cording to his purpose (Romans 8:28).”
Our faith gives us the
calm assurance that all of
our needs are met, all of our
prayers are answered, the
doors are opened and the
good desires of our heart
have already been given (II
Peter 1:3). Through denials
and affirmations, we remind
ourselves of the truth that
“All is well” and anything
else is an illusion. Using the
tools of visioning and treasure mapping, we hold in our
consciousness the picture of
our good or something better.
With all of aforementioned Bible scriptures, divine principles and spiritual
practices, there is still a part

of our consciousness that
wonders how our good will
unfold.
Jesus,
our
Wayshower, gave us the answer when he said, “I AM
the way.” I AM is the way for
all of our good to manifest.
When we meditate and
focus on the words, I AM,
we bring our good into expression. When we speak, I
AM, we demonstrate our divinity. When we sing, I AM,
all things become possible. I
AM is the Way! There is no
other way to obtain and
maintain our highest good
without the actualization of
the I AM.
Reflection Question –
What are some ways that
have made for you?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Yolanda Fernandez: Working on the other side of the camera
BY SHAWN AVERY
SPEAGLE
USF Student Journalist

ST. PETERSBURG –
Yolanda
Fernandez’s
worst day on the job began
one night at 1 a.m.
A man had dropped his
five-year-old daughter off a
bridge to her death, St. Petersburg police said, and
they needed her to handle
what would become an avalanche of news media inquiries.
When the call came,
Fernandez said, she
jumped out of bed,
dressed and rushed to the
police station.
As the department’s
spokeswoman, she had to
verify the facts so she
knew what to share with
reporters without jeopardizing the investigation. She
had to field inquiries about
the death of little Phoebe
Jonchuck from as far away
as New York and Los Angeles.
“I was working for a
day and a half straight before I was able to go home
and sleep,” said Fernandez, 53. “I had a new appreciation for officers that
work crazy hours.”
She had been on the
job for only eight months.
Fernandez
already
knew a lot about deadlines
and the news media since
she had been a television
reporter and news anchor
for 30 years, the last 25 at
WFLA-News Channel 8.
That’s one of the reasons St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman hired her
in May 2014 to be spokeswoman and community
awareness manager for
the police department.
“During my years as a
news anchor, I had dealt
with police agencies,” Fernandez said. “I know the
ins and outs of both the
media and the police.”
But many St. Petersburg officers – who generally view reporters with
skepticism – were dubious.
“Officers were wary of

her at first, including myself,” said Rick Shaw, a 33year veteran who now
works alongside Fernandez as a civilian in the public information office.
But he grew to respect
her, he said, as he watched
her handle the crush of responsibilities after the little
girl was dropped off the
Dick Misener Bridge at
12:10 a.m. on Jan. 8, 2015.
Since then he has seen
her deal with the media,
prep officers on how to respond to reporters and use
social media to spread positives about the department “that have never
gotten out before.”
Police Chief Anthony
Holloway, who was hired
shortly after Fernandez’s
arrival, said she has
helped improve the department’s image and the
sometimes uneasy relationship between police
and the media.
“She has continuously
helped me understand the
media and its importance,”
he said, “and the officers
here owe her quite a bit of
gratitude.”
Fernandez said she left
News Channel 8 so she
could take charge of her
next step in life.
Anchor Gayle Sierens
was the only woman older
than she in the newsroom,
and Fernandez – a former
Miss Alabama and third
runner-up in the 1982
Miss America pageant –
assumed she might eventually be replaced by
someone younger.
“Women have more
pressure in the work force,
especially when dealing
with television,” she said.
“Physical appearance is
stressed more for women
than men.”
So when Kriseman offered her the police job –
which now pays $96,000 a
year – she welcomed the
change.
In recent years, the department’s public information office had been
staffed by men who were

retired police officers,
so Fernandez became a
trailblazer with a different perspective on
things.
Fernandez said she
coaches officers on
dealing with the media
and tries to help reporters get the information they need without
too much difficulty on
either side.
“It is better to have
someone else deal with
the media,” she said.
“Let the officers focus
on their jobs while I
handle how they are
portrayed in the media.”
Fernandez also has
revamped the department’s social media accounts.
Before she arrived,
she said, the department’s Facebook account had less than a
thousand friends. Now
it has about 20,000. The
department’s Twitter
account has over 7,000
followers, and Fernandez
hopes to have about 10,000
by the end of the year.
Through social media,
Fernandez puts out information that won’t make
the 6 o’clock news, especially positive moments
about police that people
usually don’t see.
She said she is especially proud of her campaign on public safety,
which featured a video
about one of the department’s bomb squad dogs.
The video was so popular
online that news stations
throughout Florida used it.
Fernandez said she always has “raw (video)
footage” of events available for news media
pickup. “My office has to
understand what the
media needs and how the
media can help the department,” she said.
She said she sees
major opportunities online
for people who want to
send tips and information
to police without being
seen.

Social media also
helps the department
keep up to date and relevant with younger people,
she said.
“We have to be in
touch with young people
and show them that officers shouldn’t be associated with just bad news,”
Fernandez said. “They
are human, too, and do a
lot of good in the community.”
Fernandez grew up in
north Pinellas and graduated from Troy State University in Alabama. She
has been married for 30
years to John Walker, an
assistant to the deans at
Clearwater
Central
Catholic High School.
Their 20-year-old son
goes to the University of
Florida, and their 18-yearold daughter goes to
Clearwater
Central
Catholic and plans to start
at UF in the fall.
Shawn Avery Speagle
is a student journalist at
the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.

Fernandez uses social media to highlight
positives about police.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first choice
for workforce training.

ADMISSIONS

FINANCIAL AID

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.
• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.
• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS • ENROLL NOW FOR THE NEXT START DATE - JUNE 13, 2016!
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

  

 

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

 



    

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500



        



  

